
   
 

 

Daily evidence digest  24 July 2020 

 

Health system and quality perspectives, vulnerable populations 

Peer reviewed journals featured:  

 A systematic review and meta‐analysis on the proportion of asymptomatic COVID‐19: here  

 Survey data on mental health of the UK population before and during COVID-19 here 

 Implications of COVID-19 for the US healthcare system here 

 Commentary on rethinking quality improvement in the wake of COVID-19 here 

 Case studies on critical care telemedicine in the US during COVID-19 here 

 A demographic study on age distribution and COVID-19 case fatality across countries here, and 

an associated editorial here 

 Local government approaches in the US on caring for the homeless during COVID-19 here 

 A viewpoint on pooling data from individual clinical trials during COVID-19 here 

 Commentary on the ‘right words’ to address racial disparities in COVID-19 here 

 Utility of asymptomatic inpatient testing for COVID-19 in a low prevalence setting here 

 A feasibility study on a transportation capsule to reduce the exposure risk to SARS-CoV-2 

infection among healthcare workers here 

 A population based study on associations between psychiatric disorders, COVID-19 testing 

probability and COVID-19 testing results here 

 An article in the MJA on interpreting the effect of social restrictions on COVID-19 cases using 

mobility data here 

 A rapid review on surgery triage during COVID‐19 here 

 “Missing” acute coronary syndrome hospitalisations during COVID‐19 in Greece here 

 Perspective articles on structural racism, social risk factors, and COVID-19 in the US here and 
on health equity here 

  

The daily evidence digest collates recently released reports and evidence – provision of these 

links does not imply endorsement nor recommendation. 

 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jmv.26326
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpsy/article/PIIS2215-0366(20)30308-4/fulltext
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMsb2021088?query=featured_home
https://catalyst.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/CAT.20.0226
https://catalyst.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/CAT.20.0301
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-2973
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-4048
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0275074020942062
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2768851
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(20)30162-6/fulltext#%20
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/infection-control-and-hospital-epidemiology/article/utility-of-asymptomatic-inpatient-testing-for-covid19-in-a-low-prevalence-setting-a-multicenter-point-prevalence-study/BED58FE18D12648099E5AD8A2C4F1EE0
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/infection-control-and-hospital-epidemiology/article/novel-transportation-capsule-technology-could-reduce-the-exposure-risk-to-sarscov2-infection-among-health-care-workers-a-feasibility-study/BB678ACA49E379138CD07DF3E4FCB86E
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/bjpsych-open/article/associations-between-psychiatric-disorders-covid19-testing-probability-and-covid19-testing-results-findings-from-a-populationbased-study/BAF8CC28FCF202D1CDBE709DC4CCE58D
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2020/interpreting-effect-social-restrictions-cases-covid-19-using-mobility-data
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/ans.16196
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/clc.23424
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2023616?query=featured_home
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2021209?query=featured_home
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Letters and correspondence discussed: 

 Building community resilience after COVID-19 here 

 Disability and COVID-19: who counts depends on who is counted here 

 Rapid roll out of antibody testing noting that even at high levels of specificity, an important 

proportion of test results will be false positives here 

 SARS‐CoV‐2 in peritoneal fluid here 

 Sub-acute intestinal obstruction during lockdown ‐ ‘the lockdown belly’ here 

 The building backlog of NHS elective cases post COVID‐19 here 

 Impact of COVID‐19 on emergency surgery and emergency department admissions in an Italian 

hospital here 

Pre-peer review articles 

 A systematic review and meta-analysis on central nervous system manifestations in COVID-19 

patients: here 

Reports 

 The US Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality released an update to its living review on 

masks for the prevention of COVID-19 in community and healthcare settings here 

 The Cochrane Library released updates to two special collections on support for wellbeing in 

the healthcare workforce here and on remote care through telehealth here; and a review of 

accuracy of COVID‐19 symptoms for diagnosis here 

 The Australian Institute of Health and Welfare released a report on Australia’s health 2020 

which includes COVID-19 and indirect impacts here 

News and blogs 

 Strengthening existing institutions rather than creating a new international body for virus 

surveillance here 

 Managing uncertainty in COVID-19 here 

 Developing a framework to help those most vulnerable from COVID-19 here 

Critical Intelligence Unit updates 

Evidence checks have been published on: 

 Face masks and COVID-19 transmission in the community here 

 Risks associated with surgery in people with COVID-19 here 

 Cardiac stress testing here 

 Resuming elective surgery – the evidence for prehabilitation here  

 Resuming elective surgery - Post-surgery innovations here 

 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landia/article/PIIS2213-8587(20)30237-0/fulltext#%20
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(20)30161-4/fulltext#%20
https://www.bmj.com/content/370/bmj.m2910
https://bjssjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bjs.11816
https://bjssjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bjs.11803
https://bjssjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bjs.11817
https://bjssjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bjs.11813
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.07.21.20158691v1
https://effectivehealthcare.ahrq.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/masks-prevention-covid-surveillance-report.pdf
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/collections/doi/SC000045/full
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/collections/doi/SC000043/full
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cca/doi/10.1002/cca.3215/full
https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/be95235d-fd4d-4824-9ade-34b7491dd66f/aihw-aus-231.pdf.aspx?inline=true
https://blogs.bmj.com/bmj/2020/07/21/we-should-strengthen-existing-institutions-rather-than-create-a-new-international-body-for-virus-surveillance/
https://blogs.bmj.com/bmj/2020/07/22/managing-uncertainty-in-the-covid-19-era/
https://blogs.bmj.com/bmj/2020/07/21/we-need-to-develop-a-framework-to-help-those-most-vulnerable-from-covid-19/
https://aci.health.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/588799/20200720-Evidence-check-face-masks.pdf
https://aci.health.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/595419/20200720-Evidence-Check-Surgery-Risks.pdf
https://aci.health.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/595069/20200716-Evidence-check-cardiac-stress-testing.pdf
https://aci.health.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/595071/20200716-Evidence-check-for-prehabilitation.pdf
https://aci.health.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/595070/20200716-Evidence-check-post-surgery-rehab.pdf

